
Public Notice – Environmental Permit 
 
PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment and announce a public hearing on a proposed permit 
from the Department of Environmental Quality that will regulate the discharge of water from the 
hydroelectric turbines at the Smith Mountain Project in Bedford, Pittsylvania and Campbell Counties in 
Virginia. 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: From now until 5:00 PM on August 22, 2008. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Auditorium, Gretna High School, 100 Gretna Hawk Circle, Gretna, Virginia, Thursday 
August 7, 2008 from 7:00 to 9:30 PM 
INFORMATION BRIEFING: Same date and location from 6:30 to 7:00 PM 
PERMIT NAME: Virginia Water Protection Permit issued by DEQ, under the authority of the State Water 
Control Board 
APPLICANT NAME, ADDRESS AND PERMIT NUMBER: Appalachian Power Company, P. O. Box 2021, 
Roanoke, Virginia 24022. VWP Permit Number 08-0572 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Appalachian Power Company has applied for a permit for the Smith Mountain 
Project.  The project discharges water from Smith Mountain Lake to Lees ville Lake at Smith Mountain 
Dam and from Leesville Lake to the Staunton River at Leesville Dam.  The project also pumps back water 
from Leesville Lake to Smith Mountain Lake. The permit will allow the applicant to continue to operate the 
project to generate electricity.  The proposed activity will affect dissolved oxygen levels in Leesville Lake 
and lake elevations in Smith Mountain Lake.  The proposed activity will also affect stream flow levels in 
the Staunton River below Leesville Dam. The activity proposed in the permit will affect Smith Mountain 
Lake, Leesville Lake and the Staunton River in the Roanoke River watershed. A watershed is the land 
area drained by a river and its incoming streams. DEQ’s preliminary decision is to approve the permit. 
HOW TO COMMENT: DEQ accepts comments by e-mail, fax or postal mail. All comments must be 
received by DEQ during the comment period. DEQ also accepts written and oral comments at public 
hearings. To make a statement at a public hearing, write your name on a sign-up sheet available before 
the hearing. You may sign up only for yourself. The time allowed for each statement is set by the hearing 
officer. Written comments must include: 1) The names, mailing addresses and telephone numbers of the 
person commenting and of all people represented by the citizen and 2) A brief, informal statement 
regarding the extent of the interest of the person commenting, including how the operation of the facility 
or activity affects the citizen. The public may review the draft permit and application at the DEQ office 
named below by appointment.  
CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Joe Hassell, DEQ, Water Division, P.O. Box, 1105 Richmond, VA 23218, telephone: (804) 698-4072 
email: jphassell@deq.virginia.gov  Fax: (804) 698-4347, Street address for private carrier deliveries: 
DEQ, 629 East Main St., Richmond, VA 23219. 
 


